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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Wednesday, February 20, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

  

  Absent:   Trustee Isidoro Albanese 

 

 Mayor Picinich opened the meeting and asked everyone to please rise for the pledge 

of allegiance.  Mayor Picinich asked everyone to remain standing. Deputy Mayor Farber 

stated with great sadness that long time Mount Kisco resident Carolyn Markus lost her battle 

with cancer on Wednesday February 13, 2019.  Carolyn died peacefully surrounded by her 

husband, former Deputy Mayor Tony Markus, her son Ethan and her loving family.  Carolyn 

was one of twelve (12) children and was dedicated to her family, her friends, and her 

patients until the very end.  Carolyn was a social worker and a psycho-therapist, she helped 

people of all ages, but particularly the senior community in New Castle.  To the very end 

she was more concerned about her patients and her family than herself.  She was an 

adoring mother to Ethan who recently graduated from George Washington University in 

Washington, D.C. and she was a loving wife.  She was a friend, a mother, a wife, a sister, a 

patient advocate, and an inspiration to all who knew her and she will be greatly missed.    

  

   Swearing in of Matthew Hollis as Fire Chief  

I, Matthew Hollis having been appointed as the Assistant Fire Chief to the Mount Kisco Fire 

Department in the Village/Town of Mount Kisco, do solemnly swear that I will support the 

Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of New York, and that I 
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am eligible to hold the office to which I have been appointed, and that I will faithfully 

discharge the duties thereof to the best of my ability. 

 

    Presentation from H2M 

 Mayor Picinich stated that they were continuing the conversation on the renovations 

that are needed for the three (3) fire houses in the Village.  Mayor Picinich wanted to 

remind the public that two (2) elections ago the people in the community voted in a 

referendum to allocate $10,250,000.00 to do work on our three (3) fire houses.  This year 

the Village went through the process to get those documents together to send that to bid.  

The estimates for the Green Street fire house, which is the first house scheduled to be done, 

for just construction was a little more than $3,000,000 with the lowest responsible bid at 

$5,900,000.  Clearly, there is disparity between what was planned and what actually came 

in through the bid.  The board asked H2M to come in and explain to the public why this is 

the case.  Veronica Byrnes, the Assistant Vice President of H2M, was in attendance to go 

review this issue.    Ms. Byrnes began by saying that they were working with the Village 

throughout the last two (2) years on the bond referendum as well as the construction 

documents.  She wanted to clarify two (2) points that were made, the first being that H2M 

prepared the construction documents for the Green Street fire house which were the 

documents that were sent out to bid in November of 2018 and received bids on February 1, 

2019.  The budget from the bond referendum was $4,032,300 which represents the hard 

construction costs for the Green Street house.  If you were to add in the soft costs, the 

overall project cost for that building was $4.6M.  Ms. Byrnes continued to say the 

documents for Independent and Mutual are in progress at this point, and are about 60% 

complete.  When the bids came in for the Green Street house a decision was made to hold 

off on moving forward with those documents with the understanding that they would need 

to be changed in order to bring the entire project on budget.   The original budget had hard 

construction costs for the Green Street Station at $4,032,300, when H2M prepared their 

90% construction cost opinion that figure came in at $5,000,262, almost one million dollars 

more than projected.  There were a couple of factors they believe affected the cost; one 

being the original bond estimate did not include the design for a pile foundation, which was 

realized after testing of the soil to determine what type of foundation is needed had been 

completed.  The results are that the soil is not great in that area which increased the cost 

$150,000 to $200,000 for the correct foundation to be utilized which was not in the original 

budget.  
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 Deputy Mayor Farber wanted to know why that would not be in the original budget 

as she felt that would be an obvious factor to include.  Ms. Byrnes responded that it is not 

obvious and that H2M does not do soil borings or conduct these tests until after the bond is 

passed which is when it was determined this was a factor.  The pile foundation was 

unforeseen.  Ms. Byrnes continued to say that there was an extensive design that was 

needed through the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC) 

review of the documents and it was more then what was anticipated.  H2M anticipated some 

minor site work, however there was more site work needed, which increased the cost on the 

project.   There is not an exact figure on cost for this item since H2M bases their estimates 

on square footage, but they planned on minimal site work with minimal asphalt replacement 

and essentially half of the parking lot is being replaced as well as the retention structure 

underneath the parking lot which they did not anticipate originally.   

Ms. Byrnes stated that the original budget was not prepared based on a Project 

Labor Agreement (PLA), it was not their understanding that a PLA was part of the scope, 

however the Village decided to move forward with a PLA and what H2M has found in the 

past is that does increase the cost for projects.  The PLA provides a better quality of 

contractor, but that comes with extra cost.  Ms. Byrnes then stated that H2M made an error 

in their cost estimate.  H2M had budgeted for about 9,345 sq. ft. of renovation and addition 

work, but the actual work was more than 13,000 sq. ft. which caused a mathematical error 

in their estimate.  This error is what caused the significant increase in cost.  If the correct 

square footage total was in the original estimate, the budget would have been about 

$5,200,000.   In their 90% cost estimate document they have the amount at $396/sq. ft.; 

the original budget from 2017 was $362/sq. ft.  Over the course of the last few years there 

has been evidence of an increase in construction costs across all of their projects.   

Mayor Picinich wanted some clarification.  She stated that H2M originally budgeted 

for $4,300,000. Veronica stated that the pre-bond estimate was $4,600,000.  Mayor Picinich 

continued to say that the construction estimate was $5,200,000.  Ms. Byrnes agreed and 

stated that those numbers represent $352/sq. ft. as opposed to the $396/ sq. ft.  The low 

bid received was $5,636,500 plus $275,000 in allowances for a total bid of $5,910,000. 

Trustee Grunthal wanted to know what that number included that was not included in the 

$5,000,000 originally.  Ms. Byrnes replied that it was the actual bid received by the Village 

directly from the contractor which includes the base bid construction costs plus their 

allowances for anything additional.  Ms. Byrnes handed out the following documents to the 

Board for their review.  
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 Ms. Byrnes continued to answer the question, the 90% construction cost opinion for 

the documents that went out to bid was $5,000,262, but the actual bid received from the 

contractors, the low bid was $5,910,000.  Mayor Picinich wanted clarification from the time 

H2M made the initial estimate, which was put out for referendum, the cost went from 

$4,000,000 to almost $6,000,000, almost a $2,000,000 difference.  Ms. Byrnes stated that 

is including the cash allowance made by the contractor on that bid which is not included in 

any of the original calculations.  Mayor Picinich continued to say that when H2M gave their 

initial estimate understanding that the Village was going out for a referendum, 

understanding that the Village needed a total number to bring to the public, understanding 

that the Village needs to put together a responsible capitol plan, was there no contingency 

planning on this, cause things were mentioned other than the error such as additional work 

that needs to be completed and a change in the foundation.  Ms. Byrnes responded that 

yes, there was a 20% construction contingency built into the cost estimate, but the error in 

their cost estimate is what caused the increased amounts.  

 Trustee Grunthal wanted to get an understanding of the original number and 

whether it included the contingency.  Veronica responded that originally they estimated 

about $3,500,000 and added the 20% contingency bringing that number to $4,000,000.  

Deputy Mayor Farber added that was the number that was brought to the public.  Mayor 

Picinich agreed and added that it was also the amount that the Village had planned.  Ms. 
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Byrnes stated that H2M is taking full responsibility for their mistake in their calculations and 

cost estimates.  Deputy Mayor Farber wanted to know what H2M plans to do to make up the 

difference.  Ms. Byrnes replied that moving forward H2M understands that the Village would 

like to do a peer review of the construction documents.  H2M has already started internal 

peer reviews and have incorporated a few value engineering items in the construction, but 

is willing to discuss further with the Village.  

 Mayor Picinich wanted to know whether those value engineering items were included 

before the Village went to bid or if those were recommendations post bid.  Ms. Byrnes 

replied both, some value engineering items were included originally and there are some 

additional items that were suggested.  Ms. Byrnes reiterated that the Village is moving 

forward with a peer review of the documents, they have provided two (2) recommendations 

to the Village Manager, of two (2) experts in emergency service design field.  H2M is 

confident that the peer review will not expose anything that is a game changer.  She 

continued to say that a couple of things need to happen in order to move forward.  The first 

is that the Village needs to reject the current bids, once the bids are rejected then we can 

move forward with the next steps.  H2M would review the proposed valued engineering 

items with the Village to make a decision on which ones they would like to undertake in 

order to bring the project back to budget.  H2M would also suggest separating the project 

into a Wick’s Law project, with four (4) prime contracts as opposed to a PLA which is 

awarded to one general contractor.  H2M believes that would bring the cost of the project 

down.  

 Trustee Grunthal commented that Ms. Byrnes was presenting this information as if it 

were business as usual, but doesn’t believe that Ms. Byrnes or H2M has any idea of the 

difficulty this causes the Board.  It took years to get to the point to put the referendum to 

the public to spend a considerable amount of money and increase taxes because the Village 

needs the fire houses upgraded.  Now the Board and Village are in a situation where we are 

told we need to pull back.  Trustee Grunthal continued to say that he was in the business of 

providing numbers for people and the first priority was to get those numbers right and in 

the firm that he worked in they had peer reviews done prior to any numbers going out.  For 

H2M to miss 4,000 sq. ft. out of 13,000 sq. ft. is inconceivable; this is not business as 

usual.   

 Deputy Mayor Farber stated that to be asked to cut back the quality of the structure 

as an alternative instead of what we initially went out to bid for and got the referendum for 

is very disheartening.  



Village Board Meeting 2-20-2019    8 

 

 Trustee Grunthal went on to say that he is not sure where the board is going to go 

from here, but everything that Ms. Byrnes has stated, the errors where you can justify some 

increases in costs is there, but this is a royal screw-up.  He continued to say that H2M says 

that they take full responsibility, well the full responsibility here is about $5,000,000, is H2M 

taking on that financial burden.  

 Ms. Byrnes commented that H2M does not take this situation lightly at all and they 

fully understand the mistake that was made and that it is not business as usual for them 

either.  She stated that they are typically within 10% of any cost estimates and they do 

understand this mistake was huge, but they want to move forward and do what they can to 

bring this project into budget.  H2M has looked at some items that can happen moving 

forward while bringing the project within budget without compromising the overall project.  

Mayor Picinich asked if it was possible to get the project within budget without 

compromising the overall intent of the project because one of the items on this list is 

eliminating the second floor of the addition.  Ms. Byrnes replied that she does believe that is 

possible; some of those items are extreme.  

 Deputy Mayor Farber asked if H2M was taking any responsibility for this mistake 

other than stating it.  Ms. Byrnes replied that H2M is taking responsibility for the mistake in 

the cost estimate and is willing to lock their fee based on the original budget.  The way that 

H2M’s fee is written into the contract is it is a percentage of the actual construction cost so 

they would base their fee on the pre-bond budget estimate.  

 Trustee Grunthal stated that he doesn’t think that he would be inclined to authorize 

any payment on any fees after what has happened.  We do not hire people to make 

mistakes of this nature.  Ms. Byrnes replied that she would have to bring that back to her 

shareholders.  

 Mayor Picinich asked if H2M had insurance, is this an error that was made in which 

H2M did not fulfill what you were supposed to, you did not do the job you were supposed to 

do so can we deal with some level of insurance.  Ms. Byrnes replied that they do have an 

error and omission insurance and that she would have to bring this information to her 

shareholders to discuss.  Mayor Picinich stated that she thinks that is something that we 

need to do because clearly there was an error.   

 Deputy Mayor Farber added that she didn’t want the people of Mount Kisco to have 

to have less of a fire house because of this error that was made.  Ms. Byrnes replied that 

she understood and the valued engineering items that she noted could be discussed, but 

she believes that there are a few things she would like to share.  Ms. Byrnes reiterated that 
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the Board would need to formally reject the current bid, once the bid is rejected then we 

can move forward with what the Board agrees on in terms of proposing valued engineering 

items and separating the contracts, without changing scope, would be able to drop down 

the price point.   

 Mayor Picinich stated that one of the reasons the Board had discussed going to a PLA 

and why we put it out to bid was so there wouldn’t be stoppage in work so there would be 

continuity and the concern is will H2M ensure that is the case, I mean this is emergency 

services, if we change from a PLA to Wick’s in order to bring the price point down, how does 

that then get managed to ensure the continuity of work.  Ms. Byrnes replied that the 

contractors are obligated to a construction time schedule and are obligated to meet that 

schedule.  If they are not compliant, there are liquidated damages built into the contract so 

that ultimately they are responsible for the completion of that work in that time frame.  Part 

of the contract with H2M is to provide construction management overseeing the project full 

time.   What H2M could suggest is reviewing the valued engineering items, they would like 

to get the project back out to bid with whatever changes are agreed upon on or about April 

1, 2019.  It would be critical to get the project out to bid prior to summer which is the busy 

season for contractors.   

 Mayor Picinich continued to say that the Board met with the Fire Chiefs and 

Commissioners to discuss the possibility of having all the documents complete prior to going 

out to bid and would that potentially reduce the cost.  Ms. Byrnes replied that yes that is 

one of our options, the other option is to group them together into one large project as 

opposed to two (2) separate projects.  Originally, Green Street was scheduled to go to bid 

first and that project would start as a phased construction with the goal being to keep the 

fire fighters in the house responding out of the fire house for the longest extent possible and 

then bid the other two (2) houses as a combined project.   

 Deputy Mayor Farber wanted to know if they would still be able to phase construction 

for the different houses if they went out to bid as one project because she wouldn’t want 

work being done to all three (3) houses at the same time.  Ms. Byrnes replied that they 

could look at that, but part of the savings is in doing the construction at the same time so 

that would have to be evaluated.   

 Mayor Picinich stated that in the end we need to get this price point down yet not 

compromise on the delivery of the product that was committed to on the front end.  So the 

question really is how conceivable is that.  Ms. Byrnes replied that it is conceivable if we 
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address some of the valued engineering whether it’s reducing some of the square footage in 

some of the buildings without compromising the overall design.  

 Deputy Mayor Farber stated that she feels that the Board needs to speak to the 

insurance carrier to really determine how they should move forward with this project 

because this is a huge issue.  Ms. Byrnes replied that she would go back to her shareholders 

and present the situation and contact their insurance carrier and go forward from there. 

 Trustee Grunthal wanted to clarify that Ms. Byrnes is telling the Board that H2M can 

reduce the price by something close to 25% or more without reducing the scope of work 

and he finds that very hard to believe and so he agrees with Deputy Mayor Farber in that 

this needs to be discussed with insurance prior to the Board making any decisions.   

 Trustee Schleimer stated that we need a lot more work and is concerned with the 

valued engineering suggestions and is sure that the people who have worked on the plans 

and specifications have concerns about that as well.  It’s a huge issue and a huge concern 

on how to possibly do this project and bring this into budget.  

 Mayor Picinich stated that if we take a look, the voters approved $10,250,000 for 

this project, realistically right now what is the number actually needed if we completed 

these projects as designed.  Ms. Byrnes asked to come back to the Board with that number 

since the other cost estimates are not completed.  Mayor Picinich continued to say that the 

cost estimate was off $1,600,000 on Green Street and wondered if the same error was 

made on the other two (2) houses with reference to the square footage estimates.  Ms. 

Byrnes replied that there were errors there as well.   

 Trustee Schleimer stated to Mayor Picinich that the Board would have to zero in on 

whether or not they need to reject the bid as an immediate step.  Mayor Picinich replied 

that she believes they need to reject these bids since they do not align with what the Board 

planned and we need to sort through these issues.  Mayor Picinich wanted to make a motion 

to reject the bids as they currently stand.  Mayor Picinich continued to say that one thing 

the Board cannot do is start construction on one of the houses and run out of money.  We 

have made a commitment that all of the houses will be upgraded and so we have to plan for 

this in a responsible way.  The capitol plan as it stands has the Village taking on a 

substantial amount of debt, $10,250,000 of which was planned for, and that plan does not 

allow for us to absorb another $3,000,000 - $5,000,000 without a substantial tax increase 

and we do not have another means of generating the funds for this project.  In all honesty, 

we need to figure out how to address an error that occurred two (2) years ago, so we 
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cannot accept a bid right now that is $1,600,000 higher when we have no idea how much 

we are going to need for the other houses.   

 Deputy Mayor Farber wanted to know how long it would take for them to get in touch 

with their insurance company and come back to the Board.  Ms. Byrnes replied that she 

would make that call the next morning and get back to the Board.   

 Trustee Grunthal stated that he felt uncomfortable rejecting the bid at this time 

without taking time to discuss with the fire commissioners.  He proposed that the Board 

leave the bid on the table and discuss the matter in a work session after H2M has spoken 

with their insurance company.   Ms. Byrnes advised that the board has forty-five (45) days 

to reject or approve the bid.   

 Mayor Picinich just wanted to reiterate that one of the suggestions is to bid this 

project as Wick’s project and that just by that action alone, the project would be able to 

come into budget which would reduce the cost of the project.  Deputy Mayor Farber wanted 

a ball park figure on the savings if it were to be bid as a Wick’s Law project.  Ms. Byrnes 

replied that it would be approximately $5,200,000, but that she would have to speak to the 

contractors and look at the numbers prior to giving a more accurate figure.  Trustee 

Grunthal stated that perhaps they would see a savings of half a million dollars and that the 

capitol plan has a contingency plan as well that perhaps combined we can still achieve this 

goal.  Mayor Picinich replied that the price point is still too high for what they are trying to 

achieve.  One of the greatest concerns of the Fire Departments was that the Village would 

start these projects and run out of money so we cannot do that.  The Board will wait until 

the March 4th meeting to make a decision to allow time for H2M to come back to the Board 

and understand the size and scope of this project.    

 

1) Communications:   

a. Letter of Resignation- Board of Ethics 

Cecelia Yozzo sent a letter of resignation from the Board of Ethics.  Mayor Picinich 

regretfully accepted that resignation, but thanked her for her service and asked that a letter 

be sent thanking her for her years of service to the Village.  A letter of interest was 

submitted By Alicia Guadio to sit on the Board of Ethics.  Mayor Picinich requested that an 

interview be scheduled.  
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b. Email requesting Mobile Passport Office- June 14, 2019 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to allow the Mobile Passport Bus to stand in front of Village Hall on Friday June 14, 2019 

from 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

c. Mount Kisco 5K Run Letter 

Kathy Lynch and Ann MacDonald from Mount Kisco Run were in attendance and 

explained that this would be the 6th Annual Mount Kisco 5K.  The run will take place on 

Sunday September 15, 2019 and will run the same route as last year and is being held in 

coordination with September Fest as in prior years.  A motion was made by Deputy Mayor 

Farber and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: None. 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports:  

a. Monthly Water Report- Byram Lake and Leonard Park – January 

Mr. Brancati stated that the total production for the month was 36.6 million gallons 

for an average of just under 1.2 million gallons a day.  The wells at Byram Lake have been 

off the entire month and Byram Lake is at 100% capacity.   
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5) Board Reports:  

Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that the Mount Kisco Historical Society’s 

meeting for February 6, 2019 was canceled due to inclement weather.  The next meeting is 

scheduled for March 6, 2019.  There are many ribbon cutting ceremonies for the new 

businesses in town including All Together Now and Pure Barre on South Moger and Stern 

Chiropractic has opened its doors.  Also please join us at this year’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

happening on Saturday March 9, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. on Main Street.  

 

Trustee Schleimer started by reminding people of the 2nd Annual Photography 

Exhibition.  All submissions are due by March 1, 2019 and this is an opportunity for amateur 

photographers to go around town and take pictures that represent Mount Kisco’s people, 

culture, and natural resources.  The entries will be displayed in the Library.  The scam watch 

this week are websites that are charging fees to change the address for your mail.  The U.S. 

Postal Service (USPS) tells us that there is no fee involved with changing your mailing 

address.  You can visit www.USPS.com or go to your local post office to make those 

changes.  She then wanted to introduce the public to a name, Dorot, who is a nonprofit 

organization whose goal is to alleviate social isolation and provide concrete services to older 

adults.   They will make house visits with homebound seniors and read to them, do puzzles, 

and interact with these people who otherwise have no outlet.  She expressed that she was 

impressed by the quality of the service and the amazing people participating.  

 

Mayor Picinich started off by saying that there was some work done in the Board 

Room, there is beautiful molding that was done and she wanted to thank Billy DiRago and 

Nunzio Tripodi for their time and their talent.  She continued to share a letter that was 

received Thursday afternoon February 7, 2019, “I was leaving my job as a nurse at the 

ambulatory surgery center.  It suddenly became apparent that I had a flat tire and needed 

to get off 172 and pulled in Leonard Park.  I heard a young man asking if I needed help, he 

told me that he worked for Mount Kisco.  That young man was Nick Poretto and Kevin Ford.  

I was so impressed by their kindness and helpfulness, you just don’t find people like that in 

our current society.  They didn’t stop until the tire was changed and were sure that I could 

go along safely.  They refused a tip and I have to mention that their parents did an 

outstanding job.  I’d like Mount Kisco to know about these amazing employees that 

represent their town.  I have worked in Mount Kisco for seventeen (17) years and have 

never had anything like this happen to me.  Going forward I know that I am in a place that 

http://www.usps.com/
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cares about the people that work or travel through their town.  That afternoon started off 

awfully, but turned into the very best and heartwarming experience.”  This letter came from 

Patricia Castellano.  We are glad that she works in our community and we are equally glad 

that Nick and Kevin do such a wonderful job in their roles at our Department of Public Works 

(DPW), but also in helping others.   

Mayor Picinich continued to say that she was present at an Association of Towns 

meeting as was Mr. Brancati.  This is an association we participate in, Supervisors from all 

across the state come together, share thoughts and ideas, and she had the opportunity to 

participate as a panelist in a discussion about different activities going on; particularly on 

potentially losing Aid and Incentives for Municipalities (AIM) funding which will hit our 

budget.  There were discussions on how to structure our boards and other ideas that we can 

bring back and hopefully use.  Mr. Brancati attended the meeting in order to vote on the 

legislative agenda as we continue to advocate for the needs of our community in Albany.  

She also wanted to make everyone aware of something that has been proposed at the 

County level; County Executive George Latimer has put forward to Albany for inclusion in 

the budget what is being referred to as the Westchester County Property Tax Payers 

Protection Act.  Right now our county finances are not in solid order and there is a concern 

that the shortfall that is needed could not possibly be made up with property taxes.  We all 

know that the property taxes in Westchester are higher than nearly anywhere else in the 

country.  The proposal is putting together a budget for the 2020 and 2021 fiscal years that 

holds the line on property taxes and to make up for the revenue that is needed.  He is 

proposing that be done with a 1% increase in sales tax.  Right now the sales tax in 

Westchester County is 7.375% everywhere except for the major cities that would include 

Yonkers, New Rochelle, White Plains, and Mount Vernon where it’s 8.375% currently.  He is 

proposing that this increase will be able to allow him to add to the reserves which have 

been depleted over the years and stabilize the bond rating that has slipped.  He would like 

to get the reserve back up to $150M from its current $70M and eliminate one shot financing 

proposals and end borrowing for any operating expenses.  This would bring the sales tax 

rate on par with the other major cites mentioned, as well as on par with Rockland and 

Putnam Counties which are more than 8% and New York City, Nassau, and Suffolk Counties 

are higher than that.  This is being shared with you so that you are aware that this is 

happening right now and this is going before the State Legislature.  County Executive 

Latimer suggests that of that 1%, 20% would come back to the municipalities and 10% 

would go back to the school districts.  As a small municipality we do not have the ability to 

collect sales tax.  We do not set a tax rate and we do not collect it, however, the County 
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collects that and send an amount back to us, not what we generate, but a certain amount 

based on a formula based on our population.  Currently, the sales tax that is generated in 

Mount Kisco is not received by the Town, we only receive a tiny portion of that.  The 

opportunity for Mount Kisco to potentially receive 20% of the additional 1% could mean 

something in the area of $500,000 coming back to Mount Kisco in addition to what we 

already get which is about $1,600,000 in sales tax revenue annually.  This money will be 

used to hold firm on property taxes.   

 

6) Old Business:  

 
 

7) New Business: 

 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library and Capital Project Funds 

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to pay the bills as submitted February 13, 2019 for the months of January and February 

2019; all in favor: 

General Fund     $194,376.34 

Water Fund     $  84,983.32 

  Sewer Fund     $  13,146.50 

  Library Fund     $  10,594.51 

  Capital Fund     $  10,450.25 

  Trust Fund     $    2,000.00 

   TOTAL    $315,550.92 
 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

9) Minutes: - None 

  

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 
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11) Public Comment: - Tony Giardina read the following statement.  

 



Village Board Meeting 2-20-2019    17 

 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 8:30pm.  

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 


